
Impact of Terrorism on Energy 
Infrastructure Security

Understanding Causes and 
Consequences 



Agenda

• Terrorism
– Definition
– Geographic distribution
– Key players of the Caucasus 

• Energy Infrastructure
– Geographic distribution
– Overlapping areas

• Impact on Security
– Current status
– Trends and Risks



Reasons to join

Radicalisation

Globalisation

Access to 
Information

Social 
Networks

Frustration Heroism Fanaticism Injustice
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Worldwide attacks, November 2014 – October 2015
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Islamic State worldwide attacks, Q3 2015



Implications
• Substantial shift in the use of Islamic State resources to reach Southeast Asia

• Increased likelihood that the Islamic State is preparing to declare a wilayat in 
Southeast Asia (Philippines)

• Few changes in local militants’ capability

• Return of foreign fighters could improve local militant networks’ levels of 
training and combat experience

• Threat posed by Islamic State will remain primarily linked to lone actors and 
small groups, either directly or indirectly encouraged, but not operationally 
supported, by the Islamic State
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Daesch Caucasus links

The Chechens aren’t the largest group among the thousands of foreigners in Syria, but they 
may be playing an outsized role, as many, battle-hardened by years fighting Russian forces, 

help spearhead the Islamic State’s sweeping successes through Syria and Iraq.









Threats against energy infrastructure

• Islamic State?

• Kurdish militant groups?

• Regional / local conflicts or war?

• ‘transfer countries’ stability (e.g. UKR)?

Where is terrorism among these threats?



Structural damage (overpressure iso-curves) resulting from the 
detonation of a shaped charge (5 kg TNT) attached to a pipeline 

section 



Logistical requirements for a 
coordinated attack



suicide terrorist attack against an 
offshore platform









Consequences

• Neither intelligence services, nor military 
forces have been able to prevent terror 
attacks from happening

• several terror attacks on oil and gas 
installations have been foiled by well trained-
and equipped security forces





Thank You


